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Vote of the Town. 


| AT Meeting of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the Town of | 
- Boſen, duly qualified and legally warned in public Town-Meeting, affem- 
bled at Faneuil- Hall, the 4th day of July, A P. 1800 | 


On motion, Voted, That the Selectmen be, and hereby are 2 i 3 
Committee to wait on JOSEPH HALL, Eſq. in the name of the town, 
and thank him for the elegant and ſpirited Ou Aro, this day delivered by 
him, at the requeſt of the Town, upon the Anniverſary of the Independence 
of the United States of America, in which, according to the inſtitution of the 
Town, he conſidered the feelings, manners, and principles, which led to that 
bet National Event—and to requeſt of him a copy for the preſs. | 


990 WILLIAM COOPER, Town-Clerk, 


Bos rox, July 4, 2808 | 
GENTLEMEN, 


THE political ſentiments „ de were de. 
ned by Pee main wy oy Gee IE GE 
| With great reſpec, 
I am, Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 
7 JOSEPH HALL. 
| The Selectmen of Beten. ; | 


= 7 
_ 6 
% 45 K 
v * 
7 . 
* 
— 
Fa W 
" . 
1 0 
* A * 
rey ? 's 
7 
> * ” 
. q v - 
0 5 ' 
* * 
13 
4 7 5 
a * 5 
a K 
- 7 © 
* . 5 
N * 
* o 
i 
24 ; 
x ; , K 
K x 
2 
* * 23 3 1 
8 | F 
* > 
* ; o 
8 * 
ls * 
4 
* 
2. ” 
* oy 
= 
* 
* 
8 7 
- 
* " 
* 2 * 5 
* g fe 
3% 
85 " 2 . 
l — k 5 7 
A ; 5 1 
2 4 
V 
* 
* 
1 
U 


. 
TIS Co e EEE, > 00 oe nant br oa e 


— 0 AC Res np ac; * 


nnn 


_—_ eee bm NEE 


 DisrmovIsHED for loyalty, induſtry, 


and for manners which adorn and ſupport the 


1 pureſt ſtate of civilized ſociety, animated with 
the feelings of men accuſtomed to the ſweets of 
freedom, you were im pelled, Americans, from 
principles of juſtice to yourſelves and your 
8 poſterity to reſiſt the encroachments of Britiſh 


n to ee rights, not A 15 
rage for innovation, ſtable not revolutionary prin- | 
_ ciples dictated your reſiſtance. In vain did you. 
_ entreat, petition and remonſtrate. You were com- 
pelled to arm. Friendleſs and unaided you en- 
tered the field againſt the veteran troops of a 
mighty nation ſupported by veteran auxiliaries. 


"T2 


090000 


— When thus engaged in the arduous conflict and 


thus unfriended, in preſence of the Great Arbiter 
of nations, you ſolemnly pronounced your claim to 


: Independence, You firmly refolved at every haz- 


ard to ſupport it. This great effort the hoſtile 
meaſures of Britain impoſed upon you. This glori- 


ouſly ſucceſsful effort has been called a revolution; ; 
and the war on your part a revolutionary war, 


though by you undertaken and ſuppor od. upon 


1 ny Rea 


7 


3 In this all important conteſt, the Court of 


Verſailles were not prevailed upon to aſſiſt you 
until a powerful and well appointed army, com- 
manded by an experienced and favourite general, 
g were vanquiſhed and made captive by the native 
Valor of free: born Americans. Encouraged by 


this event, France ardently embraced the long 
wiſhed for opportunity of humbling a formidable 


rival. With you, ſhe entered into a defenſive 
treaty. She furniſhed you fuccours by land and 
by ſea. Her deranged treaſury was exhauſted by 


her naval and military exertions. At your ſolici- 
tation, the ſupplied you with money though al- 
moſt deſtitute of it herſelf. The favours and af- 
liſtance you received from her were ſeaſonable 


and important.” They ſerved to bring the conteſt | 


10 


| $44440 
to à more ſpeedy iſſue, and probably leſſened the 


expenſe of your own blood and treaſure. The 


nature of our obligations to France for her aſſiſt. 
ance and thoſe ariſing from our defenſive treaty, 
way? be n id a "or notable CRE 


| FROM motives Similar to thoſe which — | 
| 4 hs her aid in our war with Britain, ſhe aſſiſted 
the Seven United Provinces to throw off the 
Spaniſh yoke. After a truce of twelve years be- 
tween Spain and the Provinces, Cardinal de Rich- 
lieu with true diplomatic {kill perſuaded the latter | 
to enter into a treaty for the conqueſt and parti- 
tion of the Spaniſh Low Countries. Open and 
unſuſpecting republicans, their animoſity againſt 
Spain made them at firſt blind to the inſidious 
deſigns of the French Court. They were at 
length rouſed to a ſenſe of their real danger. 
| The dictates of ſelf preſervation compelled them 
to withhold from France the ſupplies ſtipulated by 
treaty. Intereſt and duty obliged them in the 
face of this treaty to make a ſeparate peace with 
Spain. The commiſſioners who concluded this 


peace and the Dutch patriots who adviſed and ſup- 


ported it, were charged by the French miniſter 
Vith being bribed and corrupted by Spaniſh gold. 
A celebrated author who 125 written ne | 


upon 


1 


upon the ſubject cenſures the French government 
and juſtifies the conduct of the United Provin es. 
In their behalf he dictates a remonſtrance to France 
8 of the following tenor.“ We ſhook off the 
5 Spaniſh yoke in order that we might be free. In 
this object you aſſiſted us, on account of its ten- 
dency to humble an ambitious enemy ks had 
long diſturbed the repoſe of your .provinces, and 
who had frequently invaded them. As your fa- 
yours to us in the aſſiſtance thus afforded were of 
a p litical nature, have the Juſtice to require of us 
only a return in kind. Be fatisfied with a politi- 
cal gratitude. If it gives you offence becauſe we 
prefer the neighbourhood of the half conquered 
Spaniards | to that of a nation rendered formidable 
by their contempt of danger and by their very 
ſervices in our favour, you will then be to us 
what the Spaniards were heretofore. It will be- 


come our x to 2s an 5 


— 


Ay Sts may 1 5 expected po * dull 
detail of facts and dry expoſition of principles. 
But facts and principles tending to elucidate na- 
! tionalrights and duties, ought to be received with 


il | | the force of novelty, and to make a deeper impreſ- a 
5 ſion becauſe Horne by experience. The pecu- 
BY SA „„ 
| 5 Des principes « os negociations or M. .. FAbbe de Mably—Page 135. 
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lar applicability of the ſubject to our own x times = 
_ recommends 1 it to our particular attention. 15 


: it ſupport of the neutral volley 2 "x 
the immortal WASHINGTON, and purſued by his 
able patriotic Succeflor, in refutation of pretended 
treaty obligations, and of idle claims of gratitude 


to France, we have here the written, deliberate 


opinion of a political writer of the firſt eminence. | 
| This writer was a Frenchman. e 


; 1 5 however, reaſoning from the nature of 
things, we ſhould not remove that ſcepticiſm in 
relation to the ſiniſter views of France, which has | 
been ſo frequently manifeſted ſince the revolution | 
in that country ; if.ſome ſhould yet maintain the 
generoſity of the motives to our alliance which ac- 


tuated the magnanimous French monarch, Kill 


- the proceedings in the Congreſs at Paris are ſuf- 
ficient to open the eyes of blindneſs and prejudice 
itſelf. Purſuant to the policy of Turgot, as diſplay- 


ace in the ſecre memoirs* of the French cabinet, 


Vvergennes not only recommended the relinquiſh- 
ment of our fiſheries, the nurſery of our ſeamen ; | 
he even adviſed us to treat with Great-Britain | 
without an expreſs recognition of our Indepen- | 

; dence.” "To o the waders par of our annals, our Com- 

| e maiſſioners 


* Lo pique lewd Fee Tome If 396 5 


. enjoined by oublic r 


to confult the French nay and to be governed 
by! his counſel. The firm and enlightened Apaus 


1 and Jay revolted at the idea. And though aſſured 


by Vergennes, that Britain would never cede ei- 


ther of the two points, and though (to uſe a mild 
phraſeology) meanly deſerted by one of their col- 5 
leagues, our Commiſſioners ſucceeded t to accom- 


youu the e treaty of 7 5 


LEED £ 
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rox the attainment of peace, thoſe of. our 


"countrymen, who with valor and ſucceſs had 
fought the battles of freedom, retired from the 


tented field to the boſom of their friends and fam- 
lies, unremunerated but by the proud conſciouſ- 
neſs of having deſerved well of their country. 
Their modeſt Chief, accompanied by the grateful 
admiration of his countrymen, withdrew to the 


mild retreats of Mount Vernon. Of Timoleon 


and Paulus Emilius it is recorded, that they were 
ſo famous, equally for their virtues and ſucceſs, 
as. to leave it doubtful whether their great 
achievements were due to fortune, or to their 
own prodence and condutt. The character, the 
ſervices, the virtues of WASHINGTON, are indelibly 
impreſſed upon the bleeding hearts of his ſurviv- 


in ns fellow. citizens. In the attempt to portray 


9 


. them, the 3 of genius ill has cried of 
doing him | juſtice. ._ . 


Tu feebleneſs 1 e of 8 con · 
9 ſyſtem, by which our national _ 
were conducted during the war, were unfolded 
in all their impotence at the return of peace. 
Making due allowances for the burthens and ex- 
penſes of an eight years war proſecuted too in 
a manner derogatory. to the national character 
of our enemy, did plenty, did the ee eee 
of uſeful induſtry and commerce bear any pro- 
portion to the reſources of our country? Inſtead 
of general regulations to embrace theſe importam 
objects, each State was governed by à narrow, 
ſelſiſh policy; and under pretence of ſupporting 
her own trade and manufactures, carried on a 
commercial warfare with her ſiſter States. In 
purſuit of this policy, ſome men of talents and 
diſtinction were ſo conſpicuouſly active, as to ac- 
quire a degree of popularity, and an influence 
over their fellow. citizens, which a ſubſequent un- : 
relenting oppoſition to our preſent national fyf- 


1 has not yet wholly diſpoſlefied them of, 


Hap - ongreſs been veſted with adequate | 
| powers duripg the war, many ſerious inconve- 
perienced at its termination, would 

have been prevented. Our meritorious army 


would 


6. 
„ 


would e Secetved: e com penfition, 
A more juſt apportionment of the burthens and 
expenſes of the paſt eight years would have taken 
| e bene ann W een een 


1 HE — we were l to, . | 
years after peace, muſt have gratiſied thoſe proud 
monarchs, who falſely viewed our conteſt as the 
conflict of Republicaniſm with Monarchy—Falſe- 
ly viewed, becauſe our object was to preſer ve and 
to perpetuate rights and immunities. to which | 
| we had a conſtitutional claim, confirmed by pre- 
| Ceription. We never entertained the mad projet 
of revolutionizing the world. Fortunately for 
ourſelves and for our poſterity, we were unlet. 
tered in the mazy lore of modern philoſophy. 

The belief of a Supreme Being, the practice of 
religious and moral duties, we never viewed as 
uncongenial with the nature of our civil and po- 
| Hrical inſtitutions. Nor were we ſuch fanatics in 
philoſophy to court hoſtility with a nation for 
a difference of creed in religion or politics. Oth- 
er nations might be governed by one or more 
deſpots, by a Conſul or Directory. To us they 
were unimportant. If they interfered not with 
our rights, it was our duty and our policy not 
to intermeddle with their affairs. 


| FroM 


. 


Fun a very natural digreſſion, Which none 
but wild enthuſiaſts will frown at, l proceed to con- 
| fider the eſtimation in which we were holden by 
European nations, when ſo much ſunken in our 
own. Our foreign trade depended upon cur- 
teſy and the momentary caprice of a miniſter. | 
Louis XVI. conducted in this reſpe& with honor. 
able though not diſintereſted liberality. His pol- 
_ icy towards us was more beneficial than all the 
triendſhip and proteſtations of his unprincipled, 
ſhort-lived ſucceſſors, Hitherto their friendly | 
proflers have been uniformly Ren with 
every ſpecies of rr. 


n cominyod though ineffectual efforts "= 

our firſt Envoy to the Court of St. James to effe& 

' a commercial treaty with Great-Britain, prove 

how lightly ſhe eſteemed us. In plain language 

we were told, © you have not 2 national govern- 
ment capable of enforcing on your part the ob- 
ſervance of a treaty. Our ſeparation from her 
doubtleſs mortiſied her pride, Our difunjon and 
jealouſles gratified it. Nor ought we to be ſur- 
prized if, at this period, ſhe anticipated a re- union. 
Here, my fellow. citizens, let us pauſe to reflect 
upon the perils of our political ſituation at this 
anxious criſis. We were diſtracted by jealouſies 
and diſunion. Public credit was — Ev. 
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| ery effort to revive it was fruitleſs.  Oppalition 


to its revival, if made by talents, was a ſure road 
to popular favour. The public creditor was beg 


gared by public default. Foreign creditors were 

| preſſing, without effect, for the payment of loans - 
made when our all was at ſtake, This -is but a 

_ faint ſketch of the humiliating picture. We were 


apparently doomed to all the horrors. of anarchy, 


to become a prey to each other, to become the vile 
+ goal of foreign influence and 1 intrigue, | 


Tus fad deſtiny, the Tutelary Genius of Amer. 


| ſea has hitherto aycrted, By her genial influence, ; 


a form of government was by the voice of the peo- 


ple adopted and eſtabliſhed, upon“ a conſolidation 
of the union of the States,” Upon its adoption 
depended © the proſperity, felicity, fafety, perhaps 
national exiſtence, of the American people.” The 
Conſtitution, thus adopted, evidenced their virtue 
and good ſenſe, as it reſulted “ from a ſpirit of am- 
ity, and of that mutual deference and conceſſion, ; 
which the peculiarity of our political ſituation ren- 
dered indiſpenſible.“ This Conſtitution thus ap- 
proved of and adopted by the people of all the States, 
explicitly veſted i in the General Government all the 
attributes of National Sovereignty. It as expreſsly di- 
_ veſted the State Governments of each and every of 
| 99 Nixſhutes, and particularly prohibited their 
„ Tl 5.5 + Exerctlc 
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exereiſc of any a of National Juri ſition. Thus 
was a radical cure provided for the many evils and 
diſorders then experienced; and thus a preventive 
was furniſhed againſt the more ferious ls with 
which we had been menaced. | 


A. eOLIcy ſo liberal, 1¹ enlightened, ſo calcula- 
| ted to diminiſh the influence of men whoſe popu.” | 
rity and title to public confidence had for their 
baſis ſpecious profeſſions rather than ſound politi- 
cal principles, popular appeals rather than public ſer- 
vices, was ſure to meet with their diſapprobation. 
The ſentiments of the people evidenced in favour 
of the Conſtitution at the time it was adopted, 
ſtifled for a moment the ſpirit of oppoſition, and 
compelled ſome of its opponents to give their voices 
in its favour. But I appeal to your ſober recollec- 
tion, and to your preſent ſerious conviction, wheth- 
er that ſpirit has not burſt forth with virulence 
againſt every important conſtitutional act of our 

national Ne, 


Wrrn an affectation of regard for the offcers 
and ſoldiers of our highly deſerving *© patriot 
army,” theſe champions of State ſovereignty in- 
veighed with bitterneſs againſt the funding ſyſtem, 


and urged the — 1 ſcheme. of os 4 
tion. „„ s 28 * 
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Waex 1 was enjoined be ns 


- tion, they cenſured the meaſure as inconſiſtent with 5 


our treaty obligations, and as the higheſt pitch of 
ingratitude to France, then in their Vier the great 


model of Republicaniſm. 


Wnxx in perfect conſiſtency with our intereſt, 


with our dignity, and with good policy, an Envoy 
was diſpatched to Great-Britain to demand repar- 
ation for her aggreſſions, they repreſented it as 
unmanly and diſhonorable. Of every thing calcu- 


lated to provoke hoſtility they were the ready ad- 5 
vocates. In the true ſpirit of gaſconade, they at- 


tempted to bully Great-Britain with commercial 


reſolutions. They conſtantly oppoſed every meaſ- 


ure of defence, or of military preparation, tending | 


to enforce the claims of our Envoy, or to exprels > 


our own ſenſibility. 


Wurr that inſtrument « mant . ſo 
much evil,” the Britiſh treaty, was ratified by the 
Senate, and ſo honorably diſcloſed to the public by 
an honorable Senator, they made every exertion 
to miſlead the minds' of the people upon the ſub- 
jet. A little modeſty and reſlection upon this 
occaſion would have dictated on their part a dif- 
ferent line of conduct. In proportion as the trea · 


* was unfavourable to the American intereſts, 


they 


7 


%, 


| they ſhould have conſidered themſelves reſponſible 


for its defects. In proportion as 2 clamorous op- 
poſition prevails i in our free government, we ſhall 
neceſſarily loſe our influence when treating. with 
any foreign nation. With deep regret 1 utter it, 
| the affiliated ſocieties of Genet were almoſt an 
overmatch for our conſtituted authorities, when FE 
Mr. Jay's nomination. took place. Such miſtaken | 
principles then actuated many of our citizen, 
that had our territory, like that of the then free 
and happy cantons of Switzerland, been contig» - 
nous to France, we ſhould have ſhared their ſince : 
wretched, remedileſs fate. 


«© 
89 


| Tax trench government w were Sou adviſed 1 
| of the ſtrength of the treaty oppoſition. Happily 
for our country, they miſtook the ebullitions of 
the moment for an invincible attachment to their 
diſorganizing principles. In order to counte- 
nance the phalanx on whoſe ſupport they de- 
pended, and to fulfil the predictions of ſome of 
our unworthy citizens, they commenced a pre- 
datory war upon our commerce. They inſultingly 
told us, che motives of their conduct were to 
Ss our eee in every 3 oy 
had been urged * their ſu 


YR 


rights. They cen 
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"os inſults and outrages began to act 
As natural effect upon an intelligent, bigh- 
ſpirited people. Our overweening attachment 
began to be ſuperſeded by manly reſentment. 
This ſalutary effect was checked, and the cauſe of 
Facobinifm was promoted in our country by a na- 
tion, whoſe blood and treafure had been profuſely | 
expended to prevent its deleterious influence in 
Evrope. The unwarrantable capture and con- 
demnation of our veſſels in the Britiſh Weſt- 

Indies jun: e wege Americans. N freſh 
and eb to the RF 100 errors ef ſub- 
ordinate officers. Changing the ſource of the 


aggreſſion neither diminiſhed the reſpon ſibility of 


che Britiſh government, reſtored our property, 
nor ſoftened our juſt reſentment at the moment. 
But French depredations continuing, our miniſter 
to France not only unaccredited, but treated with 
4 petulance unbecoming the dignity of any gov- 
ernment, three Envoys were appointed with 
powers to adjuſt All matters of difference. The 
contumelious manner in which they were treated, | 
the inſidious attempts to perſuade them to facri- _ 
fice the dignity and intereſts of the United States, | 
the public anxiety occaſioned by the long delay 
and 9 intercourſe of. one of bye 8 


2 = | 


Mm 
+4660 | 
' are recent in your recollection. The indignation 
then kindled in every true American boſom _ 

| ought not to ceaſe to operate, until a real foirit of 
1 amity on the part of France ſhall in. ſome webs 

ure atone for her paſt wore, "git 


e ker repeated rejeation of aha Olive : 
bas after experiencing from her new and 
_ aggravated hoſtilities, our government reſolved 
upon the protection of our commerce. Our trad- 
ing veſlels were ſuffered to arm... as Public ſhips of 
force were equipped and com miſſioned to convoy | 
our trade, and to capture the French veſſels that | 
annoyed it. The beneficial conſequences that 
have reſulted from theſe indiſpenſible, though 
expenſive meaſures, have been felt and recognized 
throughout the whole American nation. Millions 
| have been ſaved by them from French rapacity ; 
and the labours of the mechanic, the tradeſman, 

| ndman and the merchant, been eſlen- 
3 promoted. Yet theſe important meaſures, 
fo promotive of our folid intereſts, were oppoſed | 


violently by ſome of our citizens. If they were 


5 actuated by miſtaken, not perverſe principles, we N 

ought to forgive them. But, until the deſolating 

War, which convulſes Europe to its centre, be 
. terminated, we ought not to forget them; much 
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5 patriotic ſervices by clefing them our Governor 
or e „ 


Wann we conſider the Aiſiculty of 38 

2 | Conftituri tion of 8 for five millions of 
freemen, ſcattered over an immenſe territory, of 
different habits, accuſtomed to different laws and 
uſages, of ſtrong local prejudices, naturally jealous 
of the governors even of their own choice, we 
could not rationally expect our national govern 
ment to be adminiſtered without oppoſition. 


1 5 Wen we reflect that it ſcarceiy began to 

| operate before the faſcinating jargon of modern 
French | principles were propagated throughout 
| our country, we. are ſtruck with admiration of 

| virtues and intelligence of our countrymen, 


Wnurn we review the wanton provocations' 
to hoſtility which we have received, as well from 
Great-Britain as from France, though not in 
equal degree, we feel a pride, as Americans, in the 

prudence, moderation, wiſdom and ſound _—_ 
e our National Adminiſtration, 1 | 


| Warn we contemplate the 3 
ich have reſulted from our Independence, and 


from the operation of our pational government, 
| which alone can ſupport i it, gratitude to Heaven 
nk us to aſeribe to the God * our fore 


1 
2%. 


fathers the innumerable —_ we . as 1 | 


people, 
1 Ir we SEES the gloomy period beten 
178 3 and 1788 with the brightening proſpect 


Which our exiſting national ſyſtem has continued 


: to develop, we ſhall find abundant reaſon to re. 
yere its wiſdom and efficacy, to perſiſt in its ſup. 
port, and to purſue the Ready policy by which it 
has been directed. Notwithſtanding the depreda- 
tions we have ſuffered externally ; although a 
mortal peſtilence has repeatedly ravaged our 3 
cities; and although two unprovoked rebellions 


have enormouſly augmented our expenditures; 


yet our public credit ſtands upon an unſhaken 
baſis, our commerce has extended, our manufac- 
tures have advanced, our agriculture is improved, 
our wealth and population have increaſed in an 
_ unparalleled manner. Such have hitherto been 
the happy reſults of our wiſe national policy. But 
in the apprehenſion of ſame good Ok clouds = 


Ky and darkneſs await us. 


0 Ws heir gloomy preciclom of as 8 
; conſequences of our miſſion to France, as reſpects 


our interior and foreign concerns. Should a free 
intercourſe now take place between her and us, 
it is feared that her former partizans in our - 
1 * 9 in the public confidence its 


. 


d, ſtedfaſt fi 


and materially change 


its policy. It is to be hoped that the underſtand- 


ing and virtue of Americans will prevent ſo great 
aà public calamity. We are induced to cheriſh 
this hope, when we reflect that even in thoſe parts 
of our Commonwealth moſt diſaffected to our na- 


tional policy, oppoſition candidates are ſtudious to 
difavow any partiality to France, and loudly to 
vaunt of their federaliſm, the better to ſupport 


their pretenſions to public confidence. With re. 
ſpect to our foreign concerns, it is apprehended t that 


an adjuſtment with France during the European 

| conteſt will excite the enmity of Britain. Let us ; . 
not, by oppoſing our adminiſtration, or by pre- 
dicting the hoſtility of Britain, invite it. If we 
remain true to ourſelves, and continue to place a 
manly confidence in our national government and 


adminiſtr ation, we ſhall have no reaſon to dread 
the frowns or hoſtility of any nation, however po- 


tent ; more eſpecially of a nation that is generally 


governed by wiſe maxims of policy, and that has 


| +5 WE denounced to the world the unprincipled 
e of France in the affairs of other na- 


i FROM Be the conſequence of nn 1 favora- 
ble or otherwiſe, it has been a adopted by conſtitu- 
tional authority, and as good citizens we are pledg- 

Ui to abide the ie. 6 


* 
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Tur future deſtiny of the 8 empire 


| depends upon the conſtancy, intelligence and vir- 


tue of the American people, To render it truly- 
great and glorious, they muſt continue cordially 
and conſtitutionally to ſupport our national gov- 


| ernment, renouncing the abſurd, deſtructive, un- 


conſtitutional doctrine of State ſovereignty. 
"The pernicious influence of foreign incendiaries 


muſt be controlled by Alien Acts. The tongue of 


foul flander againſt our public functionaries muſt 


be curbed by wholeſome Sedition Acts. To the 


honor of my native countrymen be it ſpoken, OE 


few indeed of them have been convicted of ſedi- = 
tion. The operation of the act againſt this dan- 
gerous crime has been chiefly confined to the puni- 


iſhment of foreign renegadoes. This circumſtance 
alone proves its expediency. The conſtitutionality 


of both acts remains unimpeached, maugre the 
Had dan hey laws been a adopted by the fc 


republics of Greece, emilaries 
the gold of IPD would have tapped their 2 3 


* 


. territory, © EP ; 


©o ſouth imbraced by the actin, W ene, 
and the variety of its productions, the induſtry 


* * 
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and hardy enterprize of its inhabitants, direct our 
deſtiny as a commercial people. Dear- bought ex- 
perience inſtructs us, that we can look to our- 
ſelves alone for the protection of our commerce. 
We have witneſſed the operation upon neutrals 
of the jus gentiun, as recognized by great maritime 

nations, who are never neutrals themſelves when 
any maritime power is a belligerent. We have 

witneſſed how little favorable to the rights of neu- 
trality are the opinions of their learned ä judges 
and civilians. Hence we ſee the abſolute neceſſity 

of a reſpectable naval eſtabliſhment,} not for the 
purpoſes of foreign conqueſt or of annoyance to 

the trade of other nations, but ſolely for the pro- 

| tection of our own. 


Let us obſerve . ah and juſtice. to- 
wards all nations; let us cultivate peace and har- 
mony with all,” as far as we can conſiſtently do it 

let us purſue a ſteady ſyſtem of policy, without 
which no nation can become reſpectable; let us 
reſpect ourſelves and our own inſtitutions, and 
we ſhall not fail to command the pay of. for- 
eign nations. 
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